
Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE 
Room 1 A 
Washington, DC  20426 
 
re:  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.,  Docket No. PF14-22-000 
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 

Fix FERC First 
Chapter 6: What Others Are Saying About FERC 

 
It has become increasingly obvious to many observers that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) is badly broken and desperately in need of repair or reformulation.  This document is one in a 
series of several chapters of the Fix FERC First story, with each chapter describing a specific FERC 
shortcoming and the harm done directly to the public and to the public interest as a result of that 
shortcoming.  This chapter details some of What Others Are Saying About FERC. 
 
In previous chapters of this multi-part Fix FERC First series, I have expressed my own opinions about 
specific problems with FERC.  Now seems like a good time to share the thoughts and words of some 
others who have encountered FERC and formed their own opinion of that agency.  And since FERC is a 
“creature of Congress” (as chair Cheryl LaFleur has stated), it seems appropriate to begin with quotes 
from two current members of Congress – to see how well they think this federal regulatory agency is 
functioning.  All red bolding in the following quotes is provided by me. 
 

US Senator Elizabeth Warren 
In response to a question about FERC and the proposed NED pipeline, Senator Warren said she 
couldn’t comment on the specifics of a particular permit application because she didn’t have the 
information to do so, but she said this: “I am very concerned about a regulatory agency that is 
only able to say ‘yes, yes, yes.’ That’s not the job of a regulatory agency.” 
 

<><><><><><> 
 

“Before we sink more money in gas infrastructure, we have an obligation wherever possible to 
focus our investments on the clean technologies of the future -- not the dirty fuels of the past -- 
and to minimize the environmental impact of all our energy infrastructure projects. We can do 
better -- and we should.” 

 

US Representative Jim McGovern 
“I also really detest the process in which energy companies get to put pipelines through 
states.  They go through this kind of secretive process where they design where they want the 
pipeline to go and they give the public the bare minimum in terms of what we need to know.  
And then they go to FERC – the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in Washington – to get 
the OK.  And once they get the FERC OK then they have the full backing of the Federal 
government to do whatever they want to do.  And I think this process stinks, quite frankly.  I 



think any kind of process ought to involve the people in the communities that will be adversely 
impacted.” 
 

<><><><><><> 
 

 “And FERC kind of automatically accepted [the pre-filing].  And we lodged a protest with FERC 
because the information that the energy company was providing FERC is outdated.  The maps 
aren’t even up to date.  How do you accept even a pre-filing for a pipeline without at least 
[having] accurate information?” 

 
 

Robert F Kennedy Jr. 
When Kennedy was asked on national television about the danger of the Constitution Pipeline, 
he replied: "There's an almost larger issue now of our democracy, of the growing power of the 
oil industry to influence our democracy." FERC "transfers the federal authority, this sacred 
authority of eminent domain, to a private company to make money for themselves [by 
exporting the gas] ...This is about enriching a few billionaires by impoverishing the people of 
New York state. ... FERC is really a rogue agency. It's a classic captive agency." 

 
FERC Chair Cheryl LaFleur 

“These groups are active in every FERC docket … as well as in my email inbox seven days a week, 
in my Twitter feed, at our open meetings demanding to be heard and literally at our 
door, closing down First Street so FERC won’t be able to work. We’ve got a situation here.” 

 
Yes, Ms. LaFleur - you do indeed have a “situation” here.  A situation that is going to grow stronger and 
increasingly in-your-face.  FERC is enraging US citizens with their rubberstamping of projects that are 
more for the benefit of the energy companies that propose them than for the American people who 
must bear their negative consequences.   
 
Summary 
It appears that I am not alone in my opinion of the seriousness of the problems with FERC and just how 
dysfunctional it is to have a federal regulatory agency that panders to the industry being “regulated”.  
An agency that appears eager to approve any and every pipeline project that comes its way. 
 
Nick Miller   Groton, MA 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 
These earlier chapters of Fix FERC First are downloadable from the FERC eLibrary: 

Chapter 1: An Introduction  
Chapter 2: FERC’s Faulty Definition Of Need 
Chapter 3: FERC Allows The Public To Be Misled 
Chapter 4: FERC Is Short-Sighted 

 Chapter 5: The “R” Is For Regulatory Not Rubberstamp 
 

http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13801547
http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13804284
http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13811114
http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13812360
http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13815487

